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, REPORT OF 1ST, AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION OPERATIONS DURING ' -
¢-OPERIOD 26TH APRIL TO 7TH MAY 1917,

; Reference Map, Battalion Headquarters,
1,240,000, Edition 2, 10th May 1¥17,

-_1-*!-'-'--'_ --------- . - — —

E | I have to revort that the Battalion under the command of
“Major P,5,5.WOODFORDE on 29th April moved from N24 D26 intoe Corps
£1ine near VAULX relieving 17th Battalion in 1,7 central and remained
Ethﬂran;lll‘ﬂn.3rd.may at 11-30 it moved to VRAUCOURT at C 1P B central
: i At 2100 it moved into front line, less two platooms left

~on egcort duty, having recelved orders to report to 6th, A,I,Brigade .
“the -latter ordering it to take over line then held by details of 17th,
_22nd, 23rd, and 24th Battallons,

b

=

| The trench taken over was part of 0.G.1 from road _
(inclusive) at U290 A8580 to U28 BO5 ©5, Dispositiens from right te
-left Dy C, A, Companys in front line, B,Com heing 1n supports and
‘uged for carrying purposes in Rallway we'rrummg through C4
~and 05, Relief was complete by 0330 on 4th May. The Third Battallon
soccupiéed front line 0.G.2. The enemy were on both our flanks, The
‘1ine was in very bad order being badly lmocked about by shell fire,
The ga#rigan at this time was approximately 19 Officers and 400
other ranks, |

| On 4th liay at 0400 the enemy made a bombing attack on our

rignt post at U208 AB570 using a FLANBRNWERFER without success, attack
lasting five minutes when he retursed leaving 5 dead, - - —

= | At 1300 the Battalion in cenjunctien with 3rd Battalion
sent party 1 O0fficer ( Lieutenant RICHARDS) and 16 other ranks te bomb
along 0,G,1 WEST from UZ2DP0, Party bombed to U28 B59Y and established
a block galned touch with 3rd Battalion, captured 12 prisoners and
kllled |25 of the enemy, our losses 9 Killed and 3 Wounded , Thls party
further bombed along trench at U228 DPO and took 4 more vrisoners and
xilled |2 others, Very good work and excellent leadership was shown by
LiauﬁaFant RICHARDS during these operatlions,

| Z At 1400 the 2nd Battalion bombed down 0,G.,1 to the right
and 39 established a post 300 yards from our right pest thus making
our right fTlank more secure, The 3rd Bde. took over this part of trenhh
from 2nd Battalion shortly afterwards, From 1630 onwards the enemy
Bhali[al our position very heavily, |

s | - At 2100 enemy launched a strong counter attack en our left
and ‘on | 3rd Battalion who were driven out of portion of 0.G.2 leaving
our left flank rather exposed and a block mas therefore made in the
catlon Trench at our extreme left post. Shortly afterwards
3rd Battallion sent a party teo gain touch which was again established,
The enemy appTarad to suffer heavily during this attack,

| On 5th May at 0700 A Company on left who had suffered
heavy casualtlea were relieved by D Cempany. A Company taking over
D Company's portien of line,

At 1030 enemy about R 40 streong attempted bombing attack
.G.1l our post on left checked thelr advance with rifle grenades
er: two attempts he retired to Sunken Road in U28A. leaving a few

=

= |~ At 1130 MAJOR P,S.S.WOODFORDE was fatally wounded,

Captaeln ALK.MACKENZIE was sent for and took over command of Battalion,
E, g -~ @At 1300 the enemy about 40 strong again attempted to bomb
down: 0.G.;L but after ten minutes fighting was driven off ,

- . At 1600 enemy made another attempt this time with far more
~determination , Although heavily bombed with rifle grenades he

_succeeded three times in getting within hand bembing distance , The
—attackilagted 45 minutes, the enemy belng then driven off finally.

~Great assistance was rendered at this time to the defence by Stokes
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2, - 0
tﬁgaﬂrtar fire brought to bear on a point at USE AB7 where the enemy
rﬁaﬂsem?laﬁjgur each attaek,
f . AL IE@O B Company (45strong) were ordered to reinforce the left
{D) Gumbanngthﬂ two Companys acting together,
3 [ T —

: At dark the nost at U28 BO595 was connected uP_ﬁiﬁh ﬁﬁgi éi_
U22 DOl by a small trench about 4'6" deep,

X On 6th May at 0500 enemy again attacked on left attempting te

| @ﬂmb duTn from 0.6.2 and alse along 0,G.1 and succeeded in throwing

~ Beveral bombs into the pest, The enemy used a uew bemb on Luls occasinn
1v was shaped Like &« svick bomb but apparently was filled with inflamable
material, The enemy's attempt failed, - s

—

rightiwas riven back practically to our right at UZ¢ BR7 our right
Company held on but the pesitien was a critical one, Orders were
immedlately issued by the @0.C, to the Slgnalling Offlcer te organise

. all detalls at Head Quarters (near which the event took place)

' éonsisting of Signallers, Batmen etc.to attack and drive out the enemy,

- These agsisted by the right Company also some men of Battalion on right
pushed the enemy back after half an hours fighting, conspicous bravery
belng Eqnwnﬁhyitha men, Arter about an heurs fighting , chlefly bombs

| and grenades belng used the enemy were compbletely driven from the trench
and thﬁitrﬁﬁdh'was then held, The Battalion on sur right then pushed
forward agaln and took over this trench, Many enemy could be seen at
this time on our left and although they did not actually leave the
trenches 1t was very apparent they were ready to do se had we
veakened our left flank, or had the attack en our right succeeded. Two .

L

Gemga fficers and 25 dead were actually counted in our trenches and

= ;t %DD put down a heavy barrage, At 0830 the Batallion on our

2 wo prisoners were taken,
€ nlght of 6th/?th the Battalion was relieved by 4th Batallion

relief belng completed by 2300, Battalion on rellef moved te RAILWAY
EMBANKMENT,

night of 7th/8th Battalion was relieved by &th Battalion
ing complete by 0200 on 8th, Battalion on relief moved to
occupled by 8th Battalion North of VAULX, On €th May

relief:
positi |

Battallon moved to SUGAR FACTORY at N24 D28 being relieved by unit
of 8th| AL I,k Brigade,

| 1&3 the whole tour in the line our Field Artlillery were of
the greatest asslstance, the sheeting being mest accurate and me ll
placed, The "STOKZES mertars as already mentioned proved most useful,

”Thl f&ﬁhting was at close quarters and consequently grenades
played a mogt important part » rifle grenades proving an absolute
necesslty, undoubtedly it was greatly owing te the range of these

that the enemy were prevented fron approachling our flank pests in
sufficlently large numberste rush them, Supplies of all kinds were
at all times forthcoming from BRIGADE and the carrying parties did
fine wori,
iTﬂa casualtles suffered while the Battalion was in forward area
wWere:-
| 5 Officers Killed, 80fficers Wounded,
44 Other Ranks Killed, . 232 Other Ranks Wounded,
=" " Missing,
- 3 Lewis Guns were put out of action,
E_ e%&ﬁﬂmy shelling during the period was éxce ptionally heavy.

destructilve, and constant and I cammot 8Peak too highly of the spirit
’ _all ranks bore it nor of the coel and able manner i1n which iy
Ehaytaa d with the enemy attacks, using all Weapons with judgment

and sglll; The Officers both Officers Commanding , and Junior Officers

and N.C.0.'8 le’ thelr men with conspicuous ability and set a splendid
sxample, © -
2 - =

- — - e —

= é It is difficult to estimate the eénemy casualtjyes- prisoners
bered 18 but the large nuaber of éneny dead to be seen show
ufferred very heavily in his repeated counter attacks,
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' As already mentioned the Battalion was commended during the

operations first by MAJOR P,S.S.WOODFORDE =2nd then by O

| 2 . _ Bidaeidg LI'APTAIH

, &.K,hAﬂﬁEHZIB both of whom acquitted themselves ab&yy. I resumed
¢command of the Battalion on 7th NMay , 1 \
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e 7
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1 k- e 72
En.the ﬂielﬁ. | ‘ | Lieut- Colonel,
| Comdg, lst Australian Infantry Battalion,
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